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Heavenly Investigations 
 
Proposing to ourselves some concepts, options, and possibilities about 
heaven, and then reflecting on our experiences, is well worth the occasional 
efforts we might expend on such a personal undertaking. Just as we 
sometimes enjoy a story where we participate by trying to decipher the 
meaning of the information that is gradually provided for us, heavenly 
investigations is a participative movement that also satisfies us.  
 
If we find a mystery story interesting, we continue to read or watch it. If we 
engage in heavenly investigations, we retain the options of continuing or not 
any line of reasoning, thinking, or reflecting that we might pursue. A book, 
film, or TV production is the creation of the authors, and we would seem to 
be the creators of our personal investigations. Yet, if we take into account 
the various levels of information we have gathered thus far in life, we will 
find that some aspects of our explorations were already present within us, 
and are not just new and wholly arbitrary creations of our imagination.  
 
We might at one time watch a TV program about a criminal investigation as 
a form of intellectual entertainment. We might at another time engage in a 
serious investigation of facts and possibilities when the keys to our home 
seem to have disappeared. With heavenly investigations, we can play with 
possibilities, such as whether our favorite flavors of ice cream might be 
available in an after-life. But we can also take seriously our considerations of 
what might take place after our death, and reflect on our relevant thoughts 
and experiences. 
 
For example, when I am made aware of another’s death, I sometimes think 
about what might happen to me. I have wondered whether this life might be 
“all there is,” and that the end of life would be the complete end of me. 
While the thought is reasonable in the sense that I have no proof to the 
contrary, I find the thought disconcerting, somehow inappropriate. And 
thinking about it either goes in circles or goes nowhere, and does not satisfy 
mind or heart. When I think about another option, life that continues in 
some very different mode, my imagination has space for investigations, and 
my considerations have some feelings attached of making sense or 
nonsense. While I do not have certainty about whether I will successfully 
transfer from this life to another, considering some possibilities does satisfy 
my mind with reasonable thoughts, my imagination with a number of 
suitable possibilities, my memory with many secular and religious stories, 
and my heart with a sense of peace in recognizing that my efforts are 
meaningful. I find heavenly investigations to be supportive of my life in the 
present.  
 
In my reflections, I have found that I consistently think about existence after 
the completion of this life as entirely interactive. I find no attraction for the 
image of sitting on a cloud, playing a harp. But I feel excitement, hope, and 
other positive movements as I imagine interrelating, without limits of time 
and energy, with all kinds of other persons, being wholly occupied with them 
without a need for rest, income, or healthcare, and no worries about 
whether I would want to befriend someone who would not want to associate 
with me. Though I have enjoyed reading mythology, I am not at all content 
thinking of any kind of life that is controlled by gods on power trips. I can 
easily imagine that the agenda for life after death would be only love, 
according to our gifts and capabilities.  
 
I believe that the Creator of humankind is pleased to guide and inspire our 
heavenly investigations, which affirm and confirm many of our deepest and 
most authentic desires.  
